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ness, until at last he had said, "Don't you realise that
there are thirteen of us here? And this means that one
of us must die?" From this time he had remained in
close retirement in his house near the Ku Lou. Here
Sun Ming-Chiu and his Special Regiment had come
from their emergency meeting. They broke into the
house, overpowered the guards, and shot the general
in his bed.
But this was only a beginning. Wang's second-in-
command, General Sun Hsueh-li, was seized and
placed under arrest. The raid was continued; General
Chiang Pin, Head of Communications, who was
known to have held up many of the Young Marshal's
telegrams, and interfered very effectively with all
the messages that passed through his hands, was
also arrested. In the Hua Yuan, a picturesqxie hostel
with a rather shady reputation, another ranking com-
mander on the Tungpei Staff had his lodgings: this
was Colonel Hsu Feng. Secret wireless equipment
was discovered in his rooms, and he was added to
the list of "traitors." These three, without more ado,
were taken to the East Gate and shot against the walL
The chief object of the coup, however, had been
Ho Chu-kuo, against whom the Tungpei men had
very definite grievances. Ho was in Yang Hu-cheng's
headquarters, inside the New City. Sun and his
associates had a regular right of entry into the Hsin
Cheng; they used this now, and succeeded in sur-
rounding Yang's house, where they knew Ho Chu-kuo
was staying. This terrified general, realising that his
hour had come if any of the Tungpei Vanguard
could get a shot at him, clung to the skirts of
Yang Hu-cheng, who almost alone was safe against
the mutineers. Many attempts were made to entice